description of the Caves were not made until Mr. Fergusson, the well known
Indian archaeologist, laid a short but accurate description of them before
the Royal Asiatic Society in 1843. Then was European attention aroused.
Since that time they have been often visited and described.

The caves have been thoroughly surveyed by the Archaeological Survey
Party of Western India under the directorship of that eminent authority,
Dr. James Burgess and have been described and delineated in the " Cave
Temples of India "; the forth volume of the Archaeological Survey report
for Western India, the Aurangabad Gazetteer and Fergusson's "Indian and
Eastern Architecture/1

During the middle ages the Ajanta Ghaut had been the chief means
of communication between the Deccan and Hindustan, The existence of the
great cave remains in the vicinity afford conclusive evidence that this was
one of the principal highways in olden times. A considerable body of
troops was at one time stationed here. The Ghaut road formed the highway
between this part of the Deccan and Hindustan, and all the predatory
expeditions of the Muhammadans entered the Deccan by this route and
also of the Mahrattas, just before the battle of Assaye on the 23rd
September 1803.

Ajanta containing 21 villages, which includes the celebrated caves Is in
Nawab Salar Jung's jagir. The town is enclosed by stone fortifications
which were erected by His Highness Asaf Jah, the first Nizam, in 1727 as the
inscription over the gateway indicates in the Persian language. The roads
which lead to the caves passes through an old gateway built by Asaf Jah
which contains several slabs decorated with Hindu carvings, the spoil
probably of some temple destroyed in the neighbourhood. Ajanta also
contains a mosque built by^ Asaf Jah Nizam-ul-Mulk.

A pilgrimage to this sacred place of Indian art, to which half the
population of the globe owes a great debt, will greatly benefit, and be of
immense advantage. The place contains a bungalow where the Duke of
Wellington is said to have stayed after the battle of Assaye on the 23rd
September 1803. Some of the English wounded were brought there as the
battlefield of Assaye is not far from it and a tomb which contains no ins-
cription erected outside the town marks the spot where a number of
English soldiers were interred.
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